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WENTY y=ars ago tha Japangse
otoreycle manufacturers ware

resling from the oll erisis, After

their hiegolong rush into superbike

launches ovar ths previous five
e wilh machines offering blistering psr-
Tormanca (far 75060 and S00cc machines
anyway) hay sudoenty falt they had to lock
respansible.

naines were defuned as the faclories:
tesponded o the pereaivad need for fuel
saning. Performance fiagged. Supertkes
weant soft.
But onz small aiian factory carried the
torch for performance and continued to aro-
duca hairy-srsad monsters — Laverds.

LAVERDA
JOTA

by John Nutting. Pictures by
Phil Masters

camshaft twin with smaller 75mm bares and
.

Lad by tha brothers Massir Platro,
whosa main business was the manufaturing
of combing harvesiers in the town

anze. near Venics, Leverda davelopsd
a lhrae-cylinder 881cc sporis bike the ke af
which has never been equslied for s combi-
nation of laoks, spaed and, hest ,
anu‘r\d, It sent & two-fingared sign to the
ecol

logists.

Laverda's first big blke was & 65002 twin
Introduced in he mic-Sinies that looked like
“ealeg-up Horda CB72. The mare siylish
74dce (80x Tdmm) 750SF follomed and put
Laverda o tha map as the producer of
machines with pedigres.

Mest step was the 1000 rigls, bui the pro-
tatyos which spaeared ai the 1568 Milan
Show was litte more than the averhead

athird eylinde

in many ways, it was
replaced with a completely new doubls aver-
head eamshaft dasign which was raced fo &
Sacgn0 place in the 1971 Bol d'Or 24-har
race at Le Mans,

Far the nevs model the designer's master
stroke was to ignore the rormal three-ayiin-
der pragtice of pitching tha petons a1 1
legreas, theseby proviing even g inter
vals.

Instead, the orankpine were et al 180
Segrees, with the two oute
dead canira when the riddle one was at
Betiom of 1o strake. Although the 981cc
&nging produced some viaration it was nath-
ing i the pencirating buzz of 2 Tridant, Bul
bastof l, |t hed & distinctiva barking
exhaust nate that's never been equallsd,

Qfi-heat, It also had g tap-end crackle gliar
antaed o mase tha hairs on the back of your
neck stand up.

When it first reached the UK market in
Septamber 1873, the 1000 (dubbed tha 4G}
&ame with massive, double-laading shoe
br=kes, alloy ¢ims and rakich |saks. Detalling
ws (prEsEive with ilems fike he sama
Nippon Denso instruments used by Honda
farits CBPS0 four; a massive sight inc
headiamp; and adjustable handiabars and

olpegs,

In sharp oonlrast o Japanese bikes,
£nqine casings were ruggedy styllsh. The
bike locked unburstable;

Urllke its relatively wabely Japanese
GOUMIErEARS, e 1008 offered gocd handing
in fhe sense ta: it was stabia. with taut
stesring and st suspensian, Lika the 7500
Duicaf yee-twins, the 100D offared thrlling
comering speads ot gaoe tyres, andall i &
sherter 565 lnch wineslbass, i was much
Faster 16, wih £10p spser of 130mph.

THE s} 1000 [astad was one of fhesa in
April 1974, Feliow Motar Cycle staft man

it Borouhs and myseif pur PPL 40m
thruge f9 paces at the MIRA st track near
Nunealon i clock a bast dna-way speed af
131.5mph and a mean of 128 Smoh
Quarter-mil ima was 13,05 sacons at
16

In the UK, the importars were the Slater
Brathers, Roger ant Hicharg, who quickly

Clussic & Motorcycle MECHANICS




We ride two thoroughbre
750-6 is a rare beast indee!
Jota can stili be spof]
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and successtully exploited tha 1000's talants
in production-bike racing during 1974 and
1975. Bul with & view 1o hoasting sles, thay
wanted the 1000 1o ba acclaimed as the
tastest road machine on tha marke,

Thay'd slready built up & good relatianship
with the Laverda brothers and, faking advan-
1age of mare lax ragutations, produced a.
number of specially uned models for the
Britlsh market with special camshafts and &
less-restrictive exhaust .

camshafts had longer dwell, the
exhaust collsctor box under tha gearbox had
 bigger bore and the pistans orovided a
10:1 compression rafie, Disc brakes were
now standard.

I12n one of thase more potent 3CE
machines, HV. 83N, through the MIRA test
Strlp at a two-way average of 133.3mph in
July 1975, and with 2 bast ane-way spead of
139.8mah it achiavad the Slater brothers’
abjactive; the fastest-ever matorcycle tested

Motor Cycle. It was alag the quickest sver
through the quadtar mile ar 12.7 secongs ata
terminal spsed of 108mph.

This didn't satisty Roger Slater howsver.
The increasingly impertant Avan-backed pra-
duction race serles in the UK demanded
even more performance far sucoess. Se tha
Jota was bom,

Producas at the factery, the new machine
for 1876 was restyled with fiva-spoka allay
wheels, lriple Brembo disc brakes and a
hinged seat, Engine tune was the same as
the 3CE with 4 bit of exira wark which
broughl the peak powar up to 0bp at
7600pm.

Kaen that the Jata was going 1o bs fastar
{nanthe GCE, Aoger Slaler wantad to
&nSure thal the gearing was coract when |
tested MFO 307P at MIRA In the August of
that bsteringly hot ummer of 1975,

He Brought with fim to [MIRA & number of

522 pounds tanked up.
The test session wasn't all plain sailing
though. Becauss the biks was the machine

fobe by Peter Davies, tha gearbox
rafioe fi2d been closed up by fitting an aitar-
nafive layshafl refurn gear. This produced a.
very high battom gear ratia of 8.5 10 1 giving
64mph out a slighty lower top gear.

AREMPES af bsk quarler-mile fimas woro
thrwadad by the gri

sprockets. and posing as Maror Cyrie's tam-
porary mechanic for the day, st ta work
after each fop-speed run fo opiimise s

gaaring,
We startad with a 38-tootn rear but that
wias too high and the engine wasn't peaking
the mean speed of 135mph. So Roger fitted
a 40-tooth rear spracket to lovier the gear-

almost on fre B000rEm mark (500 short af
the safe imt of 8500, and 800 up on the
standard 3C's paak), & best ane-way spaed
of 140.04mph, The first time 120mph had
been officially passed by a produciion road
Blke 1 the word,

Far's ef modem bikes might scoff &t thls.
After all, most B0¢E sports machines wil
Surpass it easily. But this plnnacle of spead
was achieved on an uniaired biks weighing

ing.
The upshot was a twa-wiay mean of
137.8mph and, with the engine buzzing

SLATER LAVERDA
Callinglan, Bromys

& Dunloy
Snduancs eer e and sven carchul ol
sllpping cooken thiee sefs of plates, which
Slater v:as more than hapoy ta replacs.

Dasoite the problems of gstting off the line
smartly, which imitest slanged fimes to 13
seconcs, e teminal spaeds were skl mors
than 110mph. ot bad for 2 retail price of
2195 Guineas.

General design problems in the early days
of e Ligles included unrel sble Bosch elec-
reniz ignition (which was maunted in the

How did preduction racers

ground lfose cases?
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same right-sids cover as the 140-wall ganer-
ator) and a handiing deficiency resulfing
from the use of Cerlani farks which i sor
d out by the s of Marzoechls in 1978,

STEVE Gibbs, a 26 yerr-old wha uns &
bathraom supplies shop In Hastings, hougt
hig low-mileage 1282 Jota throlgh & sl
&d for £3000 0 sarly

Vi hd an at 9o atschoal i Rys
who had one,’ Steve fold me when we met
at Gondwogd's formar grand pr track. “The
apund was graat. Everyons sad don't both-
e, but | had 1o ave aile.”

It had followad = motley series of
machines, a YRVS 350ce Yamaha, an ex-
army BSA, 840 and Singshot GSX R750
Suzukd, Says Matt Moota, Sieve's colsague
2l Goodwood wha rebuilds classic cars, Tt
was a eal lave hate relationship.”

The bike was rnaing fine when Steve
brought it back fram its previeds awner in
Leicestar. But ha soon wartted o 1aks it an
Laverda day in Sheffield, so had it servicad

a Landon dealar.

“Ater that # was rough, It was terrible,"
siid Steve. *Htwas 2o temperamental | didn't
take it back.” It was then that ne fook it along

What John Nutting
said in 1976

From Motor Cyde Weekly, August
21st, 1976

PETER beamed as he came Inta th
u should've saen the cop's

s he stopped me. Said ['d been

doing 106 for over en and a half mi|

along the motorway... Whal a fantastic

Laverda's S81cc thres cylindor dota is
fantestic Indeed, a machine virluaily
by dedlcaled enthusfasts to
Ingle function - parfnm'lsnc!h

fast as the legal
b ng an axe for
chopping matchsticks?
Sirictly speaking, yes, but the Jots i
built for thare then road use, Laverda
and British imporler Roger Slater wanted

giine runs \lappi!) on
cepia the 1057 oo

ich perfarmance
tho Wit prios of £2300, cu
rently tho highest in Brita

Y

Bremio brafias wera the best on the market,

ta Richard Slater et his shop naar Bromyard
in Herefordshire, wha &lipaesied unning the
Bike on ninG-gracs plugs mmrman Eight-
grads, which would run less

"I alay now bt you e careful
warming it up. & needs a five mile run batore
IEwill clear g,

5188 fincs that he can' b s carsfrae on
hé Jole 55 e was on the Slingshot Sz,
which “you cedld fust st (g corners, The:
Jota's good 1o rids, but you have to rida
half sensibla.

I the madest 500 milss that Steva has
siciden the bike, he's fiad Piralli Match racials
mved In ths stook 1009018 and 120:90V13

5. Ha funs tt on Penzoll muirade which
i il chenging at every 1500 milos |t
{eos ree lhes; mars than a Cortina! e

says.
He uias 1ight abeut the bike needing
ful Warming up, Fortunalaly the massiys 23
artgy-hious batisry apins the englne aver easi-
iy, bacausa the cold plugs yetreadiy
and take ages 19 catch.
Krows whar o shandon the.
pracass and switeh fo the har- /
fer ‘eight’ plugs when the
bika fires up immed|ataly
&rd Bits the s 2
crackls that isbound o1
St emone i halta
Ak

e ore of

e o eers R A
cult o obtaln ler datas, says
Steve, who has had 1o pay
£150 fo have his rawoun
Griginal Jotz silencers, which have
alammer oulel damelar, as afo raro.

s blka has & panenn replacement on
i afffening plate &t
the frontwhere it joins the collsctar box and
3 veibe weid where tna taper fshoc.

Thoge used to modern machines will be

surrsad St ol 1 S . e

st neigt means that most riders will be on
Bines &1 2 S, and ow ot
sugh 25 Sleva’s evan mors 0.

Bul bacause there's planty of ro
befwear o seat and the e st pags, and
e seatls lairly nariow, the Jota s comori:
asls. Yau dont have to be & contarbonist to
getinto [t as on many race replicas, neithar

/’_

7000

L AVERDA

Ja7TA

BENELLI 750-6 &
LAVERDA JOTA

o you need io wrap yourself amund he
Bulls of the frama. The Jota is slim aly.
©n Gondwoor's npsr oweeaers Fau i
2 shock to1d the bike a handful and in con-
Stant worder =t haw penple got away it
tacing on such riatieny Sk yres, Yo
Tl as f you 1@ miles way from fha tarmac
[hich In fact you are) and it never fails to
amaze tha ot really Hot iders viare abla to
1ouch down the gansrator cover, even wnen
1he Ianition as Moved ever {a the lof sids.
Steve's ke had been filled with rsar-
58t foatrests but the right-side
*. gearchangs had bea rétained,
. e e apruira -
paed gearbox. ns!dsd 8 hrm

rankoses being parted for
som checis 2t Siors the
weik and Sieve had
besn farcad to aofust tha lever
throws it probably Pasdied
anoier slight twazk on the
eeoenllc that contros the lever's
pastien,
his particular Jots dicin't quite have ihe
ST sectre ool s e ozt mokl o
bt because tha suspension irava|
Ionger, A braca had been finas ahwe e
short mudguard but the Tork would st futter
Cndsr accelsration a3 | crested a
Ritw thaugh Steve’s Jofa is cma:sd o
bikssaf foday, it is neverthaloss
refined ompae 1 the arginel Tsehines
which gainsd thai awners realtations far
iaving wrastlers wrisls.
That, and the superm style of tha macsine,
etk IhE i ot B e ultimets
classic ltalian spots bike,
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